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Leo Tolstoy’s Top Five Works
	Perhaps Leo Tolstoy’s most essential work is his mammoth 1869 novel War and Peace, which was considered by fellow writer Ivan Goncharov the book that made Tolstoy the “lion of Russian literature” (Sukhikh).  The book follows the lives of four Russian families during the Napoleonic invasion of Russia.  The book addresses themes such as the importance of family, learning from mistakes, and ultimate spiritual redemption.  One of the strongest quotes from the book is the following simple lesson: “The Strongest of all warriors are these two—Time and Patience” (Tolstoy, War and Peace).  
	Another important work is the equally, moving but less epic 1886 novel The Death of Ivan Ilych.  The much shorter work focuses upon the death of the main character by some type of stomach sickness (probably cancer).  According to Mark Freeman “it is about the consequences of living without meaning, that is, without a true and abiding connection to one's life.”  The character has the following reflection about his life that can serve as a warning to us: “Can it be that I have not lived as one ought?" suddenly came into his head. "But how not so, when I've done everything as it should be done?” (Tolstoy, The Death of Ivan Ilych).    
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